
Dear Friends,

These past months our lives have 
been indelibly altered by the Covid-19 
pandemic that has swept the world and 
wrought dislocation, pain, and death. As 
a community, you, the members of Saint 
Ignatius, have responded with not only grit 
and resilience, but with profound faith and 
a real sense of hope. We have continued to 
worship and gather together in new and 
different ways, even enhancing our pattern 
of worship and education opportunities. 
You have also remained steadfast in your 
financial support, and this has allowed us 
to weather the storm. Now we face new 
challenges in the form of a substantial 
reduction in rental income from the loss of 
our long-term tenant. Over the summer we 
heard Jesus proclaim the Kingdom of God 
through his parables showing us that our 
invitation to participate in the Kingdom is 
made with abundance, the way the sower 
scatters his seeds. We can only face the days 
and months ahead with that same sense of 
abundance, both in terms of how we might 
give and how we expect to receive from our 
neighbors and from Our Lord. 

Faithfully yours,

The Rev. Dr. Andrew C. Blume, Rector
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It is heartening and appropriate 
to begin this year’s stewardship effort 
by first acknowledging the remarkable 
achievement of our 2020 goal in the face of 
an unprecedented public health calamity. 
We are grateful to each one of you—from 
contributors to canvassers—who made this 
success possible. When we asked for you to 
make a difference for Saint Ignatius, your 
response said it all.

Last fall we asked each of you to grow 
your pledging to help us reach an historic 
goal of $220,000 in pledge income for 2020. 
This support accounts for 42% of our Vestry 
approved budget of $528,000. We met the 
challenge and we did so while also launching 
the first year of Saint Ignatius at 150, our 
capital campaign to raise $625,000 by the 
end of 2022—truly a feat.

Our pledging goal for 2021 will 
require us to stretch again to reach $242,000. 
Over the summer, the imperative of meeting 
this challenge was underscored by the news 
that our undercroft tenant of 30 years, 
Goddard Riverside’s program “The Other 
Place,” is leaving this fall. Their departure 
creates a shortfall of $110,000 in our budget 
for 2021 and alters a financial model we have 
relied on for more than a generation.

The Vestry will approach the 2021 financial 
challenge by prudently reducing expenses and 
seeking opportunities for replacing revenue. We 
have already signed a lease with a wonderful 
music organization to occupy two offices in the 
undercroft starting this fall—a good start. 

Pledging is an expression of our gratitude 
to God for all the blessings of this life. With 
prayerful reflection on God’s bounty, please 
make the most generous pledge you can and 
consider a 10% increase. 

The cost of operating Saint Ignatius has 
not been significantly reduced during the 
pandemic—still about $1,500 per day—
even though we have been closed for 
public worship until now.

Whatever you give, please know that 
your pledge is appreciated with gratitude 
by all who make Saint Ignatius of 
Antioch their spiritual home. When your 
pledge is compounded by the gifts of 
many others, we can make a tremendous 
difference together. We did so for each 
other in 2020, and we need to do so 
again in 2021.

In gratitude, 

Abigail Franklin & 
Holly Hughes, Wardens

Clive McKeef, Stewardship Chair


