
Advent and Christmas at Saint Ignatius of Antioch
2025-2026

Sunday, December 14, The Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete)
8:30 a.m.  Low Mass
10:30 a.m.  Procession & Solemn Mass
The Choir of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, under the direction of organist and choirmaster Dr Gwendolyn 
Toth, will offer the music of the mass and sing Missa Beata Virgine by Antoine Brumel (ca.1460 - ca.1512).

Tuesday, December 16 through Tuesday, December 23
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong with the Great “O” antiphon on the Magnificat 
There will be no online services these days. Sunday service at 5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 16, Advent Feria (“O Sapientia”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong

Wednesday, December 17, Ember Day (“O Adonay”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong

Thursday, December 18, Advent Feria (“O radix Jesse”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong

Friday, December 19, Ember Day (“O clavis David”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong 

Saturday, December 20, Ember Day (“O Oriens”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong (First Evensong of Advent 4)

Sunday, December 21, The Fourth Sunday of Advent (Rorate Caeli) (“O rex gentium”)
8:30 a.m.  Low Mass
10:30 a.m.  Procession & Solemn Mass
The Rt. Rev’d Andrew St. John will be our preacher. The Choir of Saint Ignatius of Antioch, will offer 
the music of the mass and sing Missa ave maris stella by Josquin des Prez (ca. 1440-ca. 1521).
5:00 p.m.  Solemn Choral Evensong
The Rt. Rev’d Allen K. Shin, Bishop Suffragan of New York will be our preacher. The Choir, 
accompanied by Parthenia Viol Consort, will offer the music of the office and sing the evening 
canticles from The Second Service by Orlando Gibbons (ca.1583-1625), with the traditional 
antiphon upon the Magnificat, “O rex gentium;” Preces by Gibbons and Responses by William 
Smith (1603-1645); and anthems by Gibbons, including This is the Record of John and The Eyes 
of all wait upon Thee, O Lord. A reception will follow.

Monday, December 22, Saint Thomas the Apostle (tr.) (“O Virgo virginum”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong

Tuesday, December 23, Advent Feria (“O Emmanuel”)
6:00 p.m. Solemn Evensong 



Wednesday, December 24, The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. Procession & Solemn Mass (The First Mass of Christmas)
The Choir will offer the music of the mass and sing Missa O Magnum Mysterium by Tomás Luis de 
Victoria (c.1548-1611); the traditional English anthem (Ballet ms.) Sweet was the sounge the Veregin 
sange (Richard Pittsinger, soloist); and the anthem Let all mortal flesh keep silence by Gustav Holst 
(1874-1934); along with traditional carols, including O come all ye faithful, Angels We have heard on 
high, and Hark the herald angels sing, sung by all. As the postlude, Associate Organist Eddie Zheng 
will play the Carillon de Westminster by Louis Vierne (1870-1937).
9:30 p.m. Choral Prelude with Hymns and Carols
The Choir will sing the traditional carols Nowell sing we (English, Selden ms.) (Peter Becker and Juli 
Borst, soloists), and Verbum caro; Stella nuova from the thirteenth-century codex Laudario de Cortona 
(Sarah Fleiss, soloist); As on the Night before this happie Morne by Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625); 
Ave Maria by Jacob Handl (1550-1591); and the setting of the traditional carol Adam lay ybounden 
by Peter Warlock (1894-1930); along with carols O little town of Bethlehem, In the bleak midwinter, 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, and God rest ye merry gentlemen, sung by all.
10:00 p.m. Procession & Solemn Mass (“Midnight Mass”)
The Choir will offer the music of the mass and sing Missa O Magnum Mysterium by Tomás Luis de 
Victoria (c.1548-1611); the traditional English anthem (Ballet ms.) Sweet was the sounge the Veregin 
sange (Richard Pittsinger, soloist); and the anthem Let all mortal flesh keep silence by Gustav Holst 
(1874-1934); along with traditional carols, including Silent Night, Angels from the Realms of Glory, 
O come all ye faithful, Angels We have heard on high, and Hark the herald angels sing. As the postlude, 
Associate Organist Eddie Zheng will play the Carillon de Westminster by Louis Vierne (1870-1937).

Thursday, December 25, The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day
10:30 a.m. Procession & Solemn Mass
The Choir will sing The Mass for Three Voices by William Byrd (ca.1540-1623); and the traditional 
English Somerset Carol, and the carol Still, still, still to a traditional Austrian tune; along with carols 
Once in royal David’s city, What child is this, and Joy to the world sung by all.

Sunday, December 28, The First Sunday after Christmas
8:30 a.m.  Low Mass
10:30 a.m.  Procession & Solemn Mass
The Choir will offer the music of the mass.

Wednesday, January 1, The Circumcision of Our Lord (Holy Name)
3:00 p.m. ARTEK: Messiah Reimagined
Handel’s brilliant oratorio Messiah, Part 1, tells us the Nativity story. But what if Handel had written the 
Epiphany story as well - the Three Kings, and the presentation of Jesus in the temple? ARTEK director 
Gwendolyn Toth and librettist Lawrence Rosenwald have created the rest of the story, stealing from 
Handel’s greatest hits - just as Handel himself did! A holiday extravaganza not to be missed. With 12 
outstanding vocal soloists and full orchestra featuring Cynthia Freivogel, concertmistress, under the 
direction of Gwendolyn Toth. Jointly sponsored by ARTEK and the Church of Saint Ignatius of Antioch.
Book early, we expect to sell out! Tickets: www.gemsny.org/events/artek

Sunday, January 5, The Second Sunday after Christmas
8:30 a.m. Low Mass
10:30 a.m. Procession & Solemn Mass
The Choir will offer the music of the Mass.


